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RADON & GRANITE COUNTERS 

A very small minority of people over the years 
have asked us about the dangers of radon expo-
sure from granite counters.  Recently there has 
been a heightened concern due to recent media 
coverage, alleging that there is a risk that people 
should be concerned about. This seemed un-
usual to us based on all the information we have 
been exposed to throughout the years, including 
radon measurement certification training and 
continued education which, had always led us to 
the conclusion that radon in home building ma-
terials such as granite counters did not pose a 
significant risk.  Therefore we investigated cur-
rent information from the following experts: 
 

EPA 

Connecticut Dept. of 
Health Radon Program 

AARST - American Asso-
ciation of Radon Scien-
tists and Technologies 

NRPP - National Radon 
Proficiency Program 

The Connecticut Dept. of 
Health Radon Program stated 
in an email dated 8/1/08 the 
following: 
...the potential for exposure to 
radon gas being emitted from 
granite countertops is most likely quite low. Al-
though there may be some risk of exposure, it is 
quite minimal when compared to other sources 
of radon in the homeé In order to uniformly re-
spond to inquiries, the Connecticut Department 
of Public Health (CT DPH) Radon Program is 
providing the following guidance on how to ap-
proach radon evaluation in homes where granite 
countertops are present. According to EPA pro-
tocols, the evaluation of radon gas should not 
occur in bathrooms or kitchens because of atypi-
cal air movement (e.g., ventilation hoods) and 
humidity. Kitchen and bathroom areas are also 
where granite countertops are frequently located 
in a home. Radon being emitted from granite is 
not a new phenomenon. Therefore, when one is 
testing a home for radon, one should not place a 
test device on or near a granite surface. No use-
ful information will be obtained from testing a 
countertop utilizing a radon measurement de-
vice.  

AARST and NRPP also provided similar information 
about testing in a tiered manner or in more than one 
room. They do however, suggest that you can test in 
the kitchen but recommend the test device be at least 
20 inches away form the counter.  According to the 
above information from the EPA, this is not recom-
mended. It should be understood the EPA protocol 

has been the standard since radon 
testing in homes came into prac-
tice. The EPA further states the 
following for testing granite count-
ers, ñAt this time, a generally ac-
cepted testing protocol does not 
exist.ò Since the EPA protocol has 
been the standard, we tend to ac-
cept and promote their advice and 
that of the CT DPH above others.   
 
At Schaefer we are happy to test 
as many rooms and levels in the 

home to provide the peace of mind our clients feel 
they need; however, this could become quite costly 
and we do not necessarily promote it.  We will even 
test in the kitchen if our clients request it, but since 
there is no ñaccepted testing protocol,ò It is difficult to 
provide an accepted recommendation based on the 
results.   
 
Based on the EPAôs information to date and differing 
information that AARST suggests about testing in a 
kitchen, it appears that much of the decision making 
regarding kitchen testing is up to a homeowners per-
ception rather than science.   
 
For more information we recommend calling the Con-
necticut Dept. of 
Heath Radon 
Program at:  
860-509-7367 
 

Rather than conducting a test of countertops, for 
which there is no guidance or actionable level of con-
cern, consider conducting a full home evaluation for 
radon sources. Take a tiered approach in evaluating 
and reducing the sources of radon in a home. Through 
a process of elimination, you will determine whether or 
not the countertops are the primary source of radon in 
a home, and a health risk for the homeowner. 


